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“The device on his shield was a young oak tree pulled up by 
the roots, with the Spanish word Desdichado, signifying 
Disinherited.” The novel opens with Mrs. Murray walking with 
two of her grandchildren along the banks of Loch Arroch in the
Scottish border country. They appear to be well-to-do and 
distinguished, but all is not well within the family and 
sacrifices are necessary. - Summary by Lynne Thompson 
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